Good morning. It is very exciting to be here with all of you, particularly knowing that people are joining us from around the country. I am Tracy Gray, the director of the National Center for Technology Innovation, and we are sponsoring this web event with Steve Jacobs and his organization that has been very supportive of our work and has been extremely willing to offer the ideal conferencing web services to NCTI so that we can convene this online event. I wanted to just take a minute to tell you about our center so that you will have a better understanding of why and how this fits so well into our mandate. Steve, if you would to go to the next slide. As you can see, NCTI is funded by the U.S. office of special education programs, part of the U.S. Department of education. Our mandate is to broaden and enrich the field by identifying resources and by facilitating partnerships so that developers, researchers and vendors are really improving the quality of the tools that are available particularly for students with special needs. As you can see, we've identified three objectives for our center to cultivate a collaborative network. This network we now see you all as part of that to promote innovative products that reach the marketplace, and one of the topics in our discussion -- one of the key areas that we'll be focused on today are innovative products and how they're being used to meet the needs of students in schools and also out of school environments, and our third objective relate to say our mandate to analyze needs, track issues, trends, and to identify promising technology innovations and transfer approaches, and once again, that's really going to be the key focus of our discussion today. I will move onto the next slide, Steve. What you have here is a schedule of the six different presenters that will be joining us today. As you can see, it is really a very exciting group of people who are going to be addressing this issue of portable assistive technology and devices from various perspectives. I am just going to be briefly giving an overview of what the portable assistive technology field looks like and identifying our speakers and how they fit into this overall emerging area, so why don't we move onto the next slide. What we have put together here for you is really a quick snapshot of the portable AT field. You want to offer a framework, if you will, a way to organize this field to gain an understanding of what's available today and where we're moving to in the future. Steve. Next slide. As you all know, assistive technology has been playing a role in the educational experiences of students with special needs. If you look at the legislative mandates that are out there now, whether it is IDEA, or NCLB, there is clearly a call for including assistive technology, particularly in the IEP process. What we're finding, however, and not surprisingly, is that school districts around the country are finding this particularly challenging. For all of the regions that you in the field are aware of. While there is access to assistive technology, it is not necessarily being deployed in the most effective manner in schools, whether it is because of budget cuts that are going on, lack of teacher training or just general lack of understanding about how assistive technology can help not only students with special needs but really all students, so why don't we quickly walk through the three categories that we've identified when we look at this whole area of assistive technology. The first has to do with widespread portable technology for students with disabilities or students with special needs. This falls into three basic categories. We have portable word processors, and this whole area has really best of yourer the last few years with the add vented of Wi-Fi teching in, and as Wi-Fi becomes more available, what we've seen is portable word processors used for note-taking, drafting document and is for helping students and users make schedules, keep their contact information, that that has become much more readily accessible. We also have electronic dictionaries which have become much more ubiquitous, and Rebecca of Franklin electronics is going to be talking to us about different ways these devices can support students, and then a third category falls in the area of Braille notes. Braille notes are now becoming available with GPS devices, wireless internet, MP3 players, daily planners, call clarities, et cetera -- CALCULATORs, et cetera, and this whole field has really gone to the next level as the technology has evolved. On the next slide what you see is a category of conventional consumer technology. When we talk about conventional, we mean that it is really becoming part of our every day lives, whether it is iPod, and I think it is always interesting to note when you get on our Metro system now, it is not just the young people with the white cords hanging from their ears, but you really see people of all ages who are listening to their iPods, MP4 players, PDAs, BlackBerries, these are all devices that have become very integral to our every day lives. Larry Goldberg of the media access group at WGBH is going to be joining us to talk about some of the challenges of taking these consumer digital platforms in terms of supporting captions, and he is also going to be turning our attention to things that you really want to think about before purchasing any of these devices. Then we obviously have the whole category of loaded laptops, laptops that have accessible technology that's been put on the tool to ensure that students have the type of AT that specifically meets their particular needs to get through their educational requirements. We have laptop that is can use speech application and is are used as a proxy voice for students that experience difficulties with speaking. Tom Freeze from mobility electronics is going to be discussing some options for expanding laptops to make them more accessible and also have them serve as really valuable hubs for peripheral devices. And then we have this whole area of smart or jump drives. I am sure all of are you familiar with those small devices that have now been added to our key chains, and that have also become vital tools for us to be able to take either our technology with us and to at the present time documents -- at the present time. What we're going to be seeing are those who are working with these smart drives such as John stab from sue center and Mike Cal vow from (indiscernible) Corporation who are dedicating their attention to making sure AT becomes more portable and it can support the student no matter where the student is, whether they're in the classroom or outside of the classroom. It is really a very exciting new approach to assistive technology. Finally, we have this category of network assistive technology. This entails accessible software, for example you can find institutions of higher education that are offering students with disability flexible options as they move around the campus. These also involve networks that recognize a user of accessible software such as students using jaws or Chris while. Once they log into the network system, they use the pass code, they get on the system, and the system is automatically set up to accommodate their needs. Charles Chen of CLC world is going to be talking about this, and he is going to be showing us ways that mainstream desktop stations can become more accessible for everybody, and then we get to Steve Jacobs at the ideal group who is going to be talking about accessible collaborative platforms. As I said at the beginning, we are very fortunate to be using the ideal conference platform which is really a model of making these types of tools accessible for all users, accessible in terms of individuals who have visual issues or may have limitations in their ability to hear and other accessible accessibility issues, so we are very excited again to be here with you. We hope you'll be able to stay for the entire session. However, if you have to leave us we will be capturing the notes from our session. We will be making both the audio available and also we will be presenting a transcript of the session on that note I am delighted to hand the microphone over to Heidi, and we'll move on with the show.
