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NYC Periodic Formative Assessment Program

In 2007, NYC DOE launched a formative assessment 
program to support data-informed instruction across our 
1,500+ schools.

> ~850,000 students take formative assessments six to 
eight times each year

Timely, instructionally valuable feedback

> Actionable feedback on targeted knowledge and skills

> Longitudinal measures of student growth

> Early indicators of student performance on standards 
assessed on State tests 

Links to instructional next steps and student resources
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Assessment Description Grades

Acuity Predictive Assessments
Predict performance on NY State tests and Regents 

exams in ELA and math
3-HS

Acuity Instructionally Targeted 

Assessments (ITA)
Aligned to curriculum in ELA and math 3-HS

Performance Series Computer 

Adaptive Assessments

Assess students’ instructional level, independent of 

enrolled grade level, in ELA and math
3-HS

Teachers College Reading and 

Writing Project Assessments
Track students’ ability to read increasingly difficult texts K-8

PSAT Data Pilot
Uses the PSAT college-readiness test for instructional 

purposes
10 & 11

ELL Periodic Assessments
Predict performance on the NY State English as a 

Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT)
3-12

K-2 Assessments Assess early literacy skills K-2

3

Flexible Portfolio of Assessments
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Lessons Learned

Quality of assessments, data, and data reporting tools 

matter…

But not without a data-focused culture and teachers’ ability 

to use data effectively to inform instruction…

So NYC’s change strategy focuses on devoting resources 

toward supporting educators with this work: 
> Inquiry Teams

> School-based Data Specialists

> Seasoned educators who support networks of 20-25 schools

> Professional development around assessment literacy

 Data interpretation and analysis

 Setting and tracking progress toward goals
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ARIS Student Profiles Transcript

Credits 

Earned
gfg

Rafael Claudio Gordan

Attendance

Assessment 

Summary

Current Courses
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ARIS Reports

(1) Acuna, Shirley

(2) Elkin, Cynthia

(3) Gruber, Suzanne

(4) Myers, Edwin

(5) Rodriguez, Catalina

(6) Johnson, Alyssa

(7) Murphy, John

(8) Eckerson, Paul

(9) Ali, Rachel

(10) Iglesias, Sergio

(11) Beachman, Stacey

(12) Pecoraro, Ella

(13) Frederickson, Romy

(14) McIntosh, Franklin

(15) Favuzza, Leslie

6 Schools
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 Key knowledge is developed locally in individual schools.

 Connect enables collaboration through web 2.0 tools (wikis, blogs, 

discussion forums, communities) so that educators can share and 

refine effective practices.

 Connect provides

> A framework for ongoing sharing of outcomes and learning across 
teams, across schools, and across New York City

> A forum for discussion of instructional practices, through public and 
private communities

> A library of instructional resources, many tagged to specific State 
standards

ARIS Connect
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ARIS Connect
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ARIS Parent Link

Every NYC 

parent gets a 

username and 

password.

Parents can 

view their 

children’s 

results on State 

and Periodic 

Assessments.
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What is the assessment?

How does this assessment help you 

teach my child?

How did my child 

do on this 

assessment?

How can I help my child succeed?

ARIS Parent Link
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Formative Assessment Program: Future Vision

Portfolio-based assessments measure higher-order critical 

thinking skills through richer interdisciplinary projects.

Virtual environments (Teen Second Life) support richer 

socially embedded performance tasks.

School of One using learning algorithms to design 

personalized daily learning plans based on daily checks for 

understanding, student profiles, learning preferences, and 

resource availability.

Expand use of instructional technologies that support 

multiple pathways to mastering learning objectives.

11


