
Assessing Special Education 
Students



We Assess

Regular Standardized 
Assessment 

• With and without 
accommodations

Modified 
Assessments – 2% 

assessment

• Focused 
assessments in 
reading and math

Alternate 
Assessments – 1% 

assessment

• Based on grade 
level standards,, 
modified standards 
or alternate 
standards





We Accommodate – MSA’s, Mod-
MSA’s, ALT-MSA’s

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9hdMJmAZ5Q
http://www.aisquared.com/products
http://www.texthelp.com/videotours/play.asp?region=us&movie=Speech


Universally Designed Assessments

• Performance-based assessments
• School district determined test
• Principles of Universally Designed Assessments (NCEO)

– Principle One: Equitable Use: The design is useful and marketable to people with 
diverse abilities.

– Principle Two: Flexibility in Use: The design accommodates a wide range of individual 
preferences and abilities.

– Principle Three: Simple and Intuitive Use: Use of the design is easy to understand, 
regardless of the user's experience, knowledge, language skills, or current concentration 
level.

– Principle Four: Perceptible Information: The design communicates necessary 
information effectively to the user, regardless of ambient conditions or the user's 
sensory abilities.

– Principle Five: Tolerance for Error: The design minimizes hazards and the adverse 
consequences of accidental or unintended actions.

– Principle Six: Low Physical Effort: The design can be used efficiently and comfortably 
and with a minimum of fatigue. 

• (National Center for Educational Outcomes: 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/NCEO/OnlinePubs/Synthesis44.html)



Electronic Reporting, Progress 
Monitoring and Outcome Data



TestTrax



Cognos



Data Use

• Who is using this data?

– Data in and of itself tells us nothing other than 
what is.

– Data that tells us what is, should be transformed 
into what to do.

– Data that tells us what to do should be fed back 
into what is.

– Further data that tells us what to do should tell us 
what to change.



Demographics Disability/LRE

Birth Date, Gender, 

Race, Age

IEP and Eval Date

LEP Eligibility

Service and 

Residence School

Disability

Grade, County LRE A = <21%

LRE B = 21 to 60%

LRE C = >61%

Birth Date and Data 

Year

ESY and 

Transportation

Medical 

Assistance = Yes 

or No

Assistive 

Technology Device 

= Yes or No



Least Restrictive Environment by Disability

1. 90% of Children 3 through 21 in LRE A, B, and C (note that the 
placements run past c)
2. Distribution of Groups

Specific Learning Disabilities (99% Total ABC)
LRE A = 61% LRE B = 26% LRE C = 12%

Speech and Language (74% Total ABC)
LRE A = 61% LRE B = 8% LRE C = 5%

Emotional Disturbance (69% Total ABC)
LRE A = 26% LRE B = 13% LRE C = 30%

Other Health Impairments (95% Total ABC)
LRE A = 61% LRE B = 20% LRE C = 14%

Mental Retardation (84% Total ABC)
LRE A = 9% LRE B = 21% LRE C = 54%

Multiple Disabilities (91% Total ABC)
LRE A = 16% LRE B = 21% LRE C = 54%

Autism (66% Total ABC)
LRE A = 23% LRE B = 10% LRE C = 33%



Data Mining and Traditional Discovery 
Methods

• Descriptive Models: Used to describe patterns and 
to create meaningful subgroups or clusters. 
– 2003 student data: Answers the question, this is what is 

happening – clustered into groups

• Predictive Models: Used to forecast explicit values, 
based upon patterns in known results.
– Based on 2003 student data, what would you predict 2004 

data to look like?

– Apply same model for 2004, 2005, and 2006, and see if 
your predictions stand up – if not change model or add 
new data fields 



The overall LRE A rate is 65.6%.

The population is split into 2 different subgroups on disability.

The first subgroup 
(Terminal Node 1) 
contains disabilities 01, 
03, 05, 06, 07, 10, 12, 13, 
14 and 15, with a LRE A 
rate of 27.9%.

The other subgroup (Node 2) 
contains all the disabilities not in 
the other subgroup, with a LRE A 
rate if 74.9%:
02 - Hearing Impairment
04 -Speech/Language
08- Other Health Impairment
09 - Specific Learning Disability

Disability Speech 
and Language, with 
a LRE A rate of 
86.7%.

All the disabilities 
in Node 2, except 
for Speech and 
Language, with a 
LRE A rate of 
62.3%


