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In her 1966 report to Carnegie Corporation, 
ñThe Potential Uses of Television in Preschool 
Education,ò Joan Ganz Cooneyput forward what 
was, at the time, a revolutionary idea ï that 
television could be used to help children prepare for 
school.

.

History: Media as Neutral with the Potential for Good
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Mexico 1972

Brazil 1972

Canada 1973 The Netherlands 1976

France 1978 Spain 1979

Portugal 1989

Norway 1991

Russia 1996

Poland 1996

Germany 1973

South Africa 1998

Egypt 2000

Kuwait 1979

Afghanistan 2003

Turkey 1989

Israel 1983

Kosovo 2004

Philippines 1983

Sweden 1981

India 2006

United States 1969
Japan 2003

Bangladesh 2005

United Kingdom 2005

Indonesia 2006

Australia 2004

China 1998

Palestine 2007

After 4 decades of experimentation, the Workshopôs 

educational television programs benefit more children 

across more cultures and languages than any organization.

Starting Early:  Informal Education Goes Global

Jordan 2007
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Å Preschoolers who view Sesame Street
have higher scores on literacy and 
numeracy measures than nonviewers.1

Å Teens who watched as preschoolers had 
better grades in high school, read more 
books for pleasure, and placed higher 
value on academic achievement.2

Å Sesame Streetviewers developed more 
sophisticated social skills and greater 
respect for diversity and differences 
compared to nonviewers.3

1Wright J, Huston A, et al. (2001).  The Relationship of Early Television Viewing to School Readiness and Vocabulary of Childr en from Low - Income Families: The Early 
Window Project. Child Development ,  72, 1347 -1366.  2Anderson D, Huston A,. et al. (2001).  Early childhood television viewing 
and adolescent behavior: The Recontact Study. Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development , 66, 1 -147. 
3Bogatz, G.A. & Ball, S. (1971).  The second year of Sesame Street :  A continuing evaluation .  Princeton, NY: Educational Testing Services.
Gorn, G.J., Goldberg, M.E., Kanungo, R.N. (1976) The role of educational television in changing the intergroup attitudes of children , Child Development, 47 (1), 277 -
280. Zielinska, I.E. & Chambers, B. (1995). Using group viewing of television to teach preschool children social skills.  Jou rna l of Educational Television, 21 (2) , 85 -99.

Results: In Educational Achievement


