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Mass@ONE) Writer

The MassONE Writer Project is a two-year study developed
through a federal grant awarded to the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and our
development partner, CAST.
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MassONE Writer Project Goals:

— Year 1 (2007-2008): Develop and modify an online tool
that supports the persuasive writing skills of middle school
students

— Year 2 (2008-2009): Assess the effectiveness of the tool
with middle school students with and without disabilities

— MassONE Writer available statewide through MassONE
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MassONE is the state’s portal for K-12 educators and students. It
provides a set of web-based tools for:

— Communication

— Collaboration

— Curriculum planning

— Support of K-12 standards

— Standards-based teaching and learning
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The MassONE Writer:
— Is a web-based instructional learning tool
— Utilizes the Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
framework
— Meets the needs of a wide range of students
— Scaffolds the process of writing a persuasive essay
— Enables teachers to provide specific feedback to students
— Promotes peer editing
— Allows teachers to monitor student progress
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Special Features:

— Spell-check software is embedded in the MassONE
Weriter.

— Text-to-speech (TTS) applications can be installed to
take advantage of all the features of the MassONE
Weriter.
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PROGRESS

MONITORING

The MassONE
Writer provides

Persuasive Essay Assignment: Cats or Dogs -
ORGANIZATIONAL
Pre-Compose :: ) Assignment :
P - g SUPPORTS. W
? Thesis ﬂ Plan am Organize L Y Draft Revise i Edit ﬁ
=
Directions: Read the assignment from your teacher. State in your own words what you need to do for this assignment. o
a
Write a persuasive essay convincing your classmates that either dogs or cats make the best pets.
F

Explain the assignment in your own words. @ %

|_ Did you re-read the assignment?

|_ Did you restate what you will do for your composition in your own words 7

The MassONE Writer

provides SCAFFOLDED
WRITING STEPS. —

Saved: Assignment Purpose Complete [
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Persuasive Essay Assignment: Cats or Dogs @ retum to page to revise -
- - Assignment Description
Pre-Cnmste m e @ ﬂEEIQI‘IMEﬂt Write a persuasive essay convi
i , your classmates that either dog
? Thesis Q Plan (@@ Organize (3 The MassONE Writer cats make the best pets.
Directions: Read the assignment from your teacher. State in your own word provides access to esourees
' | CONTENT RESOURCES. A good sile about ea's

a good site about dogs

Write a persuasive essay convincing your classmates that either dogs or cats make the best pets.

Explain the assignment in your own words. @ ﬁ.

|_ Did you re-read the assignment?

Project Benchmarks

— WRITING RESOURCES

|_ Did you restate what you will do for your composition in your own words? ] N
In persuasive writing, your goal

convince people to agree with

. and your point of view. Persuas

The MassONE Writer writing should use more facts t

provides WRITING Cplons o cominea peops of
RESOURCES to keep | o

The steps in persuasive writing

Saved: \students on task. e [/ include:

1. Writing a Thesis statem:
2. Gathering information
3

. Organizing your reason
related to the thesis stat
4. Composing an Introduct

your thesis, the reasons
your apinion and a stror
conclusion on your topi
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The school wente-tetakeaut is considering taking all vending ( \

machines from out of the cafeteria. i—beheve—t-ﬁefe—ﬁrre—maﬂ he M aSSO N E erter Utlllzes
reasons for students and teachefsf?uersezr; trl':]:r?.t ipldosstwtehink AG E NT C HARACTERS th at
[Telt that | could i am the only student who feels this way. The wending prov|d e ta”ored Verba|

improve my machines need to stay in our cafeteria to keep students
introduction. happy at s!:hnnl and_make money for everyone. Fease—+ead

afrert-think—pet-witagres Money for the schoal, and alert
L students in classes all day are reasons for keeping the @port and mOdeIS
wending machines in our school.

PROGRESS

MERIEER woRksHoP @ MONITORING

Persuasive Essay Assignment: Cats or Dogs
Compose :: @ Draft
0 Assignment @ Thesis e Plan . Organize o Draft @ Revise

irections: Now it is time to begin writing the (1) Introduce Thesis, (2) Reasons, and (3) Zonc
ersuasive composition. Look at the REASONS list you made to see your plan. Read the dirgl
elp you write this first draft.

nto page to revi

your topic that will
interest your readers.

@ Introduce Thesis:: Present your thesis and a staterment about the purpose for writing this persuasive
composition.

|:| Cid you capture the reader's attention?
|:| Cid you incorporate your thesis statement into the draft?

D Hawe you provided additional infarmation about the topic of your essay?
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bob Student |logou

The MassONE Writer

: : rovides WORKSHOP
@ orkshop Overview; Choose Assignment [k iverseabolevel
peer editing.
Directions: Welcome to the Warkshap. Here, you and yaur peers make and recene COTTHENTS a0

- WORKSHOP TIPS

Look In the "My Assignment"to
sge I you have camments fiom
YU peers abaut yaurwting

My Assigrments : o Look inthe "Peer Assigments'

Clck on & ttle to see comments on assignments yay sent to the Workehap I EEEI fyou need o e your
nears ok and make

Tile  Date Posted New Comments Most Recent Comment Coments

Peer Assignments
Click on 3 bile to rewew and comement on other students irting

Ttle  Date Posted Author My Most Recent Comment

@ CAST



http://www.cast.org/

ASSIGNMENTS WORKSHOP PROCIRESS S Mass@NE) Writer

MONITORING MANAGEMENT

er | logout

Progress Monitoring :: g Score a Probe

Directions: Score individual S

Select a class: Iﬁrgt vI

Select a student: | Student, 2 -

Select a probe: |2|:||:|E:_|j5-28 vI

arobes on this screen. Using the drop down menus below.

The MassONE Writer
provides student
PROGRESS MONITORING
2005 05 25 features.

Student: Student, 2 Time Wsed: O out of ¥ minutes
Community service requirement

™

LA AR AR R AR

Haveing cell phones in school is wvary helpfull to every day life there can also be a safety
issues. The reasons why is hecadse of the safely, staying after classes and just basic right
on  how teachers have them with there is a phone in the class i

other places! These are not just the only reaons bt these are  thre F}I'DEI'ESE f‘-.le'liEDr'ing - a RESUItS

The first reason mainly is the risk of kidnapping on  the walk home
always increase without some kind of contact to a parent or  guardian

we don't hawve the cell phones and our parents think we are stayving @ simie for # of wol Sy mrtEn W savine for 8 of oomedt word SegUentes
kidnhapped and possiblity dead. ¥ Total Words Wetten Cowrect Word Sequences
oo coures JCRRRRC 5 I <1vs | e )
My follow up reason why cell phones should be allowed in school s :: it | = e s
our parents if we are going to stay after school or something  like th . : I ‘
LE] ' - E
b :,.-'—-—H — | — -__-——-‘
em : | af :
. = L__/ |
Step 1. Score Ending Marks §_ -: | A8
" : =]
. = '
Step 2. Score Mechanics = : i
- H }
- i -
Step 3. Score Content " wl
' i ¥
S
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