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Day 2: Innovators Marketplace
Welcome to the Innovators Marketplace
8:30 am - 9:00 am
Madison Ballroom
Moderator:

John Kemp, Attorney, Powers, Pyles, Sutter & Verville 

Today’s agenda is designed to provide conference participants with ample time to hear from and dialogue with venture capitalists, public and private grant makers, and policymakers to establish priorities for research and development activities, shape the market, and increase demand for novel tools and products to assist all learners.
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John Kemp

John Kemp has more than 45 years of direct experience in the disability movement and currently serves as a principal at the law firm of Powers, Pyles, Sutter & Verville, P.C. In his practice, he serves as the CEO of the American Congress of Community Supports and Employment Services (ACCSES), HalfthePlanet Foundation, and The One Percent Coalition, as well as the executive director of and general counsel to the US Business Leadership Network. He has also led, partnered with, worked for, and served on the boards of directors of many of the leading disability and nonprofit organizations. John is widely respected for his many achievements in both the corporate and nonprofit worlds. As a person with personal disability experience who uses four prostheses, he inspires others to achieve the impossible. In 2006, John received the Henry B. Betts Award, widely regarded as America’s highest honor for disability leadership and service. John graduated from Washburn University School of Law in 1974 and was awarded an honorary doctorate of law from Washburn University School of Law in May 2003.
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Day 2: Innovators Marketplace
Plenary
9:00 am - 9:45 am
Madison Ballroom

Speaker:

Al Miller, Executive Consultant, F·E·G·S Human and Health Services
Representing the Federation Employment and Guidance Service, Inc. (F·E·G·S), the largest human service organization in the United States, Al Miller will demonstrate the power of leveraging public-private partnerships to improve the overall quality of life and maximize independence for individuals with special needs. Based on his tenure of over 40 years at F·E·G·S, Al will outline the blueprint for integrating technology that leads to greater incentives for innovation.
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Al Miller 

Al Miller is considered one of the country’s foremost leaders in the field. Al currently serves as executive consultant to F·E·G·S Health and Human Services Systems—one of the largest and most respected not-for-profit health and human services organizations in the United States—and president of the MA Consulting Group, LLC. For more than 30 years, Al served as the CEO of F·E·G·S., which had a budget of $300,000 when he joined and now has a budget of over $270 million and a system of 14 subsidiaries. Al has also served as adjunct faculty of the New School for Social Research and Cornell University School of Labor and Industrial Relations and as a board member of the College of Human Ecology. He has lectured at numerous colleges and universities; provided technical assistance to business, government, and not-for-profit organizations in the United States and abroad; published extensively; and received many international, national, and professional awards. Al has spent many years creating new opportunities to marry technology to the delivery of health, education, and social services in order to create new efficiencies, better effectiveness, and an improved quality of service delivery systems.
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Day 2: Innovators Marketplace
Building Collaborative Funding Networks
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Madison Ballroom

Panel:

Sylvia Clark, Executive Director, NEC Foundation of America
David Ferrero, Senior Program Officer, The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Barry Fingerhut, Managing Partner, Synconium Partners

Al Miller, Executive Consultant, F·E·G·S Human and Health Services

Benjamin Stokes, Education Program Officer, MacArthur Foundation

This interactive session will provide an excellent vehicle for participants to hear from leading national philanthropic organizations regarding the impact of investment in shaping the marketplace of ideas and innovation. Sufficient time will be made available for participants to engage in dialogue with presenters around key issues and opportunities to move the marketplace forward to make a difference.
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Sylvia Clark

Sylvia Clark has been executive director of NEC Foundation of America since its 1991 inception. Endowed with $10 million by NEC and its United States subsidiaries, NEC Foundation of America has one exclusive and consistent area of interest: technology for people with disabilities. Sylvia is the co-author of Organizing Corporate Contributions: Options and Strategies, published in 1996 by the Council on Foundations. She serves as chair of the Disability Funders Network, is a member of the Advisory Committee of the National Center of Innovative Technology, and is a member of the board of Gifts in Kind International where she chairs the Technology, Office Products and Supplies Committee.
David Ferrero

David Ferrero is senior program officer for the Education Division of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The foundation’s educational giving aims to raise high school graduation and college-going rates for black and Hispanic youth through scholarships and the development of small, rigorous, and supportive high schools. Prior to joining the foundation in 2000, David worked as a journalist and high school teacher outside Chicago; an education policy researcher for Achieve, Inc.; an instructional coach for an after-school enrichment program for inner city youth in Boston; and a consultant to the Massachusetts Commissioner of Education on teacher quality and alternative certification. More recently, he was a co-editor of and contributor to Educating Citizens: International Perspectives on Civic Values and School Choice (Brookings Press, 2004). His own education includes a doctorate from Harvard in administration, planning, and social policy.

Barry K. Fingerhut

Barry K. Fingerhut has been involved in the investment business for over 35 years. He has been a principal of GeoCapital LLC since 1981 and has served as president since 1986. Barry has focused much of his investment experience on small capitalization companies in the education and training, publishing, media, consumer services, hydrocarbon, and financial industries. In 1992, Barry cofounded Wheatley Partners, a venture capital partnership specializing in investments in new technologies and services and serving both corporate and public institutions. In 2004, he cofounded F/H Partners LLC, a Family and Friends Investment Partnership in New York City. In 2006, Barry formed Synconium Partners, a venture capital partnership investing in the fields of disabilities and “ease of use” markets. Barry has served on a number of public and private boards of directors, with a current position at Apollo Group International and Edufund, among others. In the nonprofit sector, he currently serves as president and board member of F·E·G·S, the largest health and human services agency in New York City; the board of overseers at the Stern School of Business at New York University; and Achievement/First Corporation, parent of the Amistad School in New Haven and New York.
Al Miller

Al Miller is considered one of the country’s foremost leaders in the field. Al currently serves as executive consultant to F·E·G·S Health and Human Services Systems—one of the largest and most respected not-for-profit health and human services organizations in the United States—and president of the MA Consulting Group, LLC. For more than 30 years, Al served as the CEO of F·E·G·S., which had a budget of $300,000 when he joined and now has a budget of over $270 million and a system of 14 subsidiaries. Al has also served as adjunct faculty of the New School for Social Research and Cornell University School of Labor and Industrial Relations and as a board member of the College of Human Ecology. He has lectured at numerous colleges and universities; provided technical assistance to business, government, and not-for-profit organizations in the United States and abroad; published extensively; and received many international, national, and professional awards. Al has spent many years creating new opportunities to marry technology to the delivery of health, education, and social services in order to create new efficiencies, better effectiveness, and an improved quality of service delivery systems.
Benjamin Stokes

Benjamin Stokes is an education program officer at the MacArthur Foundation. His focus is on the $50 million Digital Media and Learning initiative launched in 2006 to help determine how digital media is changing the way young people learn, play, socialize, and participate in civic life. Previously, Benjamin cofounded Games for Change, the central organization advancing games media for positive social change. Benjamin also worked at NetAid as an e-learning architect, training high school students to reach 150,000 of their peers in the fight on global poverty.
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